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Subject: Secret Activities of the 

Mufti 

Place Acquired: Damascus, Syria 
tvaluatioa: o3 


Reported:" HSD-699 

of Infbrwetlon: Late -September 
Dot# Aoqulred: 25 September 1951 

Date of Report: 4 October 1951 


Sourec: 


C 3 






1« Since IRy 1946, the influence of the *rab Higher CwdUH 10 ) has de- 
teriorated steadily. The offices which it maintains in Cairo, Dana a cue 
and Beirut are largely concerned with identifying persons 9 recording 
births and deaths, providing la loser-passers apd reporting general in- 
formation to the Oairo head quart ere of thejjfiifti 9 ^ifij J gfe-HP&eTOI, 

While the publlo treasury of the aHE still is in existence under Xzzat 
T/dTO as General Treasuajer, and while ostensibly a tax la levied on 
every person living inhale stine, according to his means, this arrange- 
ment now produces so little revenue that the financial position of the 
Atf offices is extremely poor. 


B, In addition to the public accounts of the consisting of annual sub- 
sidies from Iraq, Syria, Egypt and Sa*udl Arabia as well as from taxation 
and donations to the public treasury, the Mufti receives covert funds 
which he personally controls and for which no accounting is mde. 


5, The lUftl maintains dictatorial control over the Canmlttee members 

are pre-war supporters selected by him and representing no parties or 
ocnminities as such. 


4« The lAiftl presently, in effeot, is using the offices as a front for 
Ms covert activities. He is eeoretly organizing terrorist groups which 
will incorporate seme of the membership of the Palestinian war-time or- 
ganizations (the Qallant Guides, the Youth, and the Holy War fighters)* 

5, One such group, with Jurisdiction over northern Palestine, Jordan and 
^southern Syria, is directed by Dr, Da ’uffial-HUSA^KI assisted by Bahlat 
^ ffT-rgLtjmrmK and ■jgaiig j RIHAWI , from headquarters in Ariha (Jericho), 
Palest lne, 

6* a second group, with jurisdiction over Lebanon and northern Syria, is 
direct edby Whamed Sal lpf^BD-LaBiiK assisted by Muhanmd Himr AWDAH and 
uihftime^Aal-SAiVRX , from headquarters in Beirut, 

7, lAahaana d Salim ASU-LABaN has further been charged by the Mufti with the 
task of foraing new terrorist bands to operate in Israel, Be currently 
ccranutes between Oairo, Damascus and Beirut, Jteoently the Egyptian 
goverzm*nt confiscated a s\g>ply of gold from aBU-IaBaN's oar as he at- 
tempted to Acstion 86 tb0 fronti0r * 
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8* Under, direct orders from the Mufti, LiihawT^ and Ik ifeanaa d 

NlmHal wtfftfiT are now engaged In preparing arab terronfc^ groups for 
action. Acting In cooperation with the Moslem Brtrtholp TjJdiwan al- 
^tullmln ) In Syria , liSRI, assisted by ttuhaamad al-DwJAlfr^ft'super- 
Tislng^fhe training of young men for para -military action. Tiro training 
sites hare been opened in Damscus, one in the Lidan quarter and a 
second in the Bab al-Jibaya district. The expenses of this training 
are being defrayed with money collected on Palestine Day in Syria last 
spring. 


A 



Source lists the following known adherents of the MUftl: 

- Sgypt 


* A, 


Uihamnad '-*11 aUJBA Pasha 
i Salih HAHB 

1 Hihanwad RaMhDaII (Of Moslem Brotherhood) - Egypt 
I Uistafa SJBA'I - Syria 

. d Ife'rut DAN-dJBI - • 

I yMuthamad Salim aBU-UBaK - Palestine 

r. Da *ud al-HUSAXNI - " 

jA/ MUmud SaPURI - * 

\ • liihamxmd Nias aHDaH - " 

V Bahjat aBU-CXAHBIYZaH - " 

\^eia R2HAWI - ■ 



Souroe adds that, in Egypt and Syria, the lAifti' s main political support 
canes from the Moslem Brotherhood. To source's knowledge, this support 
la effect ire in Syria. 


field Notes; para. 5, cf. RIB-2760. 


paras. 6 & 7, see S0-55740 and RLB-2746 for reports on 

abu-laban. 
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